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TWs listing of claims «:plaoe all prior versions, and listings of clain. in the applic. ion: 
naritif rnf Claims: 

1. (I>revicusly presented) A metbod for increasing ihc bov;l Ufe of tcereal 

product, said meriiod comprising 

. (a)contacdng.aidceiealprodttct^viAsubstantiaUypur.v^erorw,th.:eam.a^^ 

(b) drying said cereal product to its original water content, 
thereby increasing the bowlUfc of the cereal product, 

2. (Original) A method of claim 1. wherein said contacting is by staying 
water on said cereal product 

3. (Original) A method of claim 1. wherein said contacting is by. usting 
said cereal product with water. 

4. (Original) A method of claim i. wherein said water is at least, bow 90% 



pure. 

5. 

and about 150° F. 
and about 100° F. 
eat breakfast cereal. 



(Original) Amethodof claim 1, wherein said water is between aboutSO 
(Original) A method of claim I , wberein said water is betwce about 70 
(Original) A method of claim 1 , wherein said cereal product i a ready-to- 



8. (Previously presented) A method of claim 7, wherein said re. iy-to-eat 
breakfast cereal is a flaked cereal. 
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9. (Previously presented) A method of claim 8, wherein said flaked ereal is 
selected from the group consisting of a com flake, a wheat flake, an oat flake, a barley fl ke, and 
a rice flake. 

10. (Original) A method of claim 1. wheiein said cereal product is a : ied or 
baked cereal chip. 

11. (Original) Amethodofclaim 10, wherein said fried or baked cex ^alchip 

is a com chip. 

12. (Original) A method of claim 10, wherein said fried or baked cei lal chip 
is a tortilla chip. 

13. (Original) A method of claim 1. wherein the improvemeat is an acrease 
in bowl life of a ready-to-eat ("RTE'O breakfast cereal. 

14. (Original) A method of claim I X wherein said RTE cereal is sel ^ctcd 
from a flake, an extmded cereal piece, and a nugget. 

15. (Original) A method of claim 14, wherein said RTE cereal is a 1 ake. 

16. (Original) A method for reducing the friability of a potato chip r of 
freeze-dried food, said method comprising 

(a) contacting said potato chip or freeze-dried food with water, J id 

(b) drying said potato chip or freeze-dried food to its original w ter 

content, 

thereby reducmg its friability. 

17. (Original) A method of claim 16, wherein said contacting is b> sptaying 
water on said potato chip or freeze-dried food. 
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18. (Original) Amethodofclatol6,whereinsaidco:^isby».stmg 
said potato chip or freeze^ed food with water. 

,9. (Original) A method of claim 16. ^vherein said water is between .boutSO 

and about 150° F. 

20. (Original) A method of clain> 16. wherein said water is between *out70 
and about 100 * F. 

21. (Curxentlyamended) A method for increasing shelf life of a ^ Mn«t. 

said method comprising . j 

(.) contacting said with water, without boiling the nut, and 
(b) promptly drying said nut to its original water content. 

^leteby increasing its shelf life. 

22. (Original) Amelhodofclaim^l.whereinsaidcontactingisb, spraying 

water on said nut. 

23. (Original) Amethodofc.aim21,wberein«ddcontactingisb immersing 

said nut in water. 

24. (Original) Ame*0dofclaim21. whercinsaidcontactingisb ^pouring 
water over said nut 

25. (Original) A meAod of claim 21. further comprising subject! g said nut 
to light abrasion in the presence of said water, 

26. (Original) Amethodofcl.un25. whereinsaidmildabrasion iscausedby 
contacting said nut with a second nut. 

27 (Original) A method ofclain. 26. wherein said nut is moved ^ainstsaid 
second nut by placing saidn,3tsinamovableconta.ner^moving said contamcr. 
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28 (Original) Amethodofclaim26.wh«emsaidnmismovedagai«ts.d 

second nut byplacing said outs onas^fece and agitating tbenuts. 

29. (Original) A method of claim 26. herein said „«t and .aid scco «i nutate 

of different types. 

30. (Original) AmChodofclaimaUwhereinsaidnutisapeanut. 

31 (Original) Amethodof daim21.-h«einsaidnutissclectedfi .mthe 

■ I. necan maoadamia, pistachio, E walnut, 
group consisting of almond, cashew, walnut, hazelnut, pecan, maoammna. 

and filbert. 
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